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SUBJECCT: LOPEZ GUEVARA ON THE NEUTRALITY TREATY 

1 . CARLOS LOPEZ GUEVARA TOLD THE POLITICAL COUNSELOR 
JUNE 2 THAT HE AND "OTHER MEMBERS" OF THE PANAMANIAN 
NEGOTIATING TEAM WERE UNHAPPY WITH THE DRAFT 
NEUTRALITY TREATY ON THE CANAL AND WERE "LOOKING 
AT" IT WITH A VIEW TO POSSIBLE REVISION. 

2. LOPEZ GUEVARA WOULD NOT SAY EXACTLY WHAT BOTHERED 
HIM ABOUT THE NETRALITY TREATY. BUT HE MADE IT 

CLEAR THAT HIS PROBLEM WAS FUNDAMENTAL. TO APPROVE 
THE TREATY AS DRAFTED WOULD BE "A BIG POLITICAL 
MISTAKE FOR PANAMA", HE SAID. HE ADDED THAT NO 
OTHER COUNTRY WOULD ADHERE TO IT. 

3. LOPEZ GUEVARA SAID THAT HE HAD NOT YET HAD A 
CHANCE TO EXPRESS HIS VIEW TO TORRIJOS, BUT 
EXPECTED TO BE ABLE TO DO SO NEXT WEEK, PROBABLY 
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MONDAY, WHEN THE ENTIRE TEAM IS EXPECTED TO MEET 
WITH TORRIJOS. HE SAID THAT THE PRINCIPAL NEGOTIATORS 
MET YESTERDAY WITH TORRIJOS AND OTHER GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIALS. 

4. ASKED TO EXPLAIN THE RATHER PRECIPITOUS DEPARTURE 
OF THE PANAMANIAN NEGOTIATING TEAM FROM WASHINGTON 
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HE SAID TORRIJOS FELT IT WAS SIMPLY TIME TO REVIEW 
THE BIDDING. HE SAID THAT SOME OF THE NEGOTIATORS 
WERE A BIT "WORRIED" ABOUT BEING CALLED HOME, 

BUT HE FELT IT UNLIKELY THAT ANY HEADS WOULD ROLL 
OR THAT TALKS WERE IN ANY SERIOUS DANGER. 

5. AS THE CONVERSATION ENDED. LOPEZ GUEVARA ASKED 

TO SEE THE MIAMI HERALD WHICH THE POLITICAL COUNSELOR 

WAS CARRYING, IN ORDER TO READ THE BANNER AP 

ARTICLE ABOUT THE NEGOTIATIONS. HE SAID HE 

HAD LEARNED ABOUT THE ARTICLE FROM A NEWSWEEK REPORTER, 

WHO WANTED HIS COMMENTS. HE SAID HE REFERRED THIS 

AND ALL OTHER INQUIRIES FROM NEWSMEN TO CHIEF 

NEGOTIATOR ROMULO ESCOBAR. AS HE READ THE ARTICLE, 

HE SAID, "JESUS CHRIST* SOMEBODY HAS BEEN 
READING THE DOCUMENTS’". NEEDLESS TO SAY, HE 
DENIED BEING THE SOURCE. 

GONZALEZ 
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